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The Reformation

Martin Luther

· The Reformation of the Renaissance period was single handedly started by Dr. Martin Luther.

· Luther’s reason for starting this revolt was triggered by the Indulgences of the Catholic Church

· Indulgences are when the commoners of the church pay the Catholic Church for salvation (forgiveness of sins). This is the same thing people do, although to a lower degree of “evil”, when people give money to the beggars on the street. The only difference is with the church people are paying for salvation, with the beggars people are paying for morality

· As a result of these indulgences by the Catholic Church was Martin Luther’s 95 Theses.

· These 95 Theses were nailed to the door of the Castle Church in Wittenburg. 

· These 95 Theses stated things that Martin Luther thought were wrong/questionable about the church

· In this time(1500’s) the bible was only translated into classical languages 

· Therefore the common people of the church could not read the bible.

· The commoners had to rely on the priest interpretation of the bible; this is how indulgences and such were made possible. 
· This made it hard for commoners to have their own opinion on the readings of the bible

· When Luther nailed the 95 Theses to the church door, he sparked The Reformation which spread quickly throughout Europe.
· This also sparked the start of protestant churches and more free willed thinking
· The first commoner language that the bible was translated into was German

· The Reformation is often times labeled the brother/sister of the Renaissance period
Desiderius Erasmus
Critical Comedy and Theological Modernity
· Erasmus was a Christian humanist

· Erasmus was a satirical writer who wrote “The Praise of Folly”(1668)

· In this writing Erasmus targets professionals (lawyers, doctors, and writers) 

· Erasmus states that these professionals use jargon talk (specialized vocabulary associated with profession) to show the line between commoners and professionals.

· Erasmus says that these professionals want to have an authority over the commoners (its sort of like an exclusive club that commoners aren’t allowed in)
