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he would preserve silence. Some biographers, who can be ve: Lm |
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ME__ ﬁoﬂuﬂ- and to the further development of his natural

brave by proxy, have condemned him for this concession; but' ' §¢1
let us remember that Kant was seventy, that he was frail in® &
health, and not fit for a fight; and that he had already spokea & &
his message to the world. i

VI. ON POLITICS AND ETERNAL PEACE
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The Prussian government might have pardoned Kant’s thes 8=
ology, had he not been guilty of political heresies as welli &=
Three years after the accession of Frederick William II, the" = &
French Revolution had set all the thrones of Europe trems & @
bling. At 2 ime when most of the teachers in the Prussian unfs "8
versities had rushed to the support of legitimate monarchy, & =
Kant, sixty-five years young, hailed the Revolution with joyg &
and with tears in his eyes said to his friends: “Now I can sag "l |
like Simeon, ‘Lord, let now Thy servant depart in peace; fof ® = Vi
mine eyes have seen Thy salvation.” "% i

He had published, in 1784, a brief exposition of his politica
theory under the title of “The Natural Principle of the Politica
Order considered in connection with the Idea of a Universd
Cosmopolitical History.” Kant begins by recognizing, in tha
strife of each against all which had so shocked Hobbes, na
ture’s method of developing the hidden capacities of life
struggle is the indispensable accompaniment of progress. I
men were entirely social, man would stagnate; a certain allo
of individualism and competition is required to make the hu
man species survive and grow. “Without qualities of an un
social kind . . . men might have led an Arcadian shepherd Iif
in complete harmony, contentment, and mutual love; but §
that case all their talents would have forever remained hiddes
in their germ.” (Kant, therefore, was no slavish follower o
Rousseau.) “Thanks be then to nature for this unsociableness
for this envious jealousy and vanity, for this insatiable desi
for possession and for power. . . . Man wishes concord; but s
ture knows better what is good for his species; and she will
discord, in order that man may be impelled to a new exertiofia @ =  .."ds > 19.
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B bop. History would be then nothing more than an endlogs
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Mﬂﬁg M”H_Mm mnnbm Hu might suppose, like the Hindu, that
miﬁ....._é plece for the expiation of old and forgotten
. The essay on “Eternal Peace” (published in 1795, when
mﬂ was seventy-one) is a noble development of this theme.

A at knows how easy it is to laugh at the phrase; and und
% A title he writes: “These words were once put ww a ﬁaﬂ.

@ Wn-kesper on his sign-board as a satirical inseriptio .
H ,.H__._-__?:Emugnu of a church-yard” cemetery.® Kant __urmM..._, HHH” _
% “Eternal Peace and Other Essays; Boaton, 1014; ». 14.

WWallace, p. 40.







